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A Study of Indeclinable Nouns in Russian Language
Khin Nyunt Toe!
Abstract

In Russian language, nouns can have many other forms based on the fact that they
are either plural or singular, and six cases in Russian Grammar. The present paper
is the study of the nouns which do not change their forms regarding six cases.
These nouns do not change not only in terms of word forms but also in
pronunciation. Such nouns which do not change both in the word forms and in
pronunciation are called indeclinable nouns. In the present paper, the indeclinable
nouns are categorized according to their gender as masculine, feminine and neuter.
Non-living things are neuter and living things are either masculine or feminine. In
Russian six parts of speech, the nouns which stick to their original forms end with
certain vowels such as —o, -e, -u, -y, -10,-3, -a etc. The nouns such as animals,
birds, and people are termed as masculine. The words or names referring to the
female usually end with consonants and are termed as feminine. The present
study is the collection of such indeclinable nouns, which do not change their
original forms in terms of six cases in Russian language, together with the sample
sentences in which these nouns are used. The data are collected from the
prescribed texts for B.A classes.
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Introduction

The present paper is the study of indeclinable nouns which do not change
their original forms in terms of the six cases in Russian Grammar. In the prescribed
text books in Russian language, there are many phrases and sentences which
consist of indeclinable nouns. When constructing sentences in Russian, it is
necessary to know the types of gender that the nouns carry in order to use them
correctly together with other words as adjectives and verbs. In Russian Grammar,
indeclinable nouns end with vowels and most of them are neuter in gender. They
are often loan words from other languages. They remain in their original word
forms regardless of the cases and being singular or plural. Some of the indeclinable
nouns are the acronyms_ the combination of the initial letters of the certain words.
The present paper highlights the indeclinable nouns found in the Russian
prescribed texts for B.A classes, with the example sentences.

Aim
The present paper describes the indeclinable nouns in Russian language. It
aims to help Myanmar learners of Russian language to gain an insight to the
unusual nouns in the target language. Knowing the type of gender of the nouns can
help the learners to use the nouns correctly with other words such as adjectives and
vowels. If the learners become aware of the use of indeclinable nouns which do not

change their original word forms in terms of six cases, they will be able to produce
grammatically correct utterances when they speak and write in Russian.

Materials and Method

In Russian Grammar, there are some unique nouns which do not change
their original word forms in terms of six cases. In the present study, such nouns,
known as indeclinable nouns, are described with reference to the prescribed texts
for B.A Russian classes, Pycckuii s13bIK JUIst TOCTUHHLIM U pECTOPaHoOB, Jlopora B
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Poccuro 2, 3, Comprehensive Course Russian, Russian-Myanmar dictionaries and
internet websites. Descriptive method is used to mention the practical use of the
target language.

Research Questions
1. How are indeclinable nouns categorized in terms of gender?
2. Why are the nouns in question called ‘indeclinable nouns’?
Indeclinable Nouns in Russian Language

There are basically six cases in Russian Grammar. There are nominative
case, genitive case, accusative case, dative case, instrumental case and
prepositional case. In terms of the six cases, the nouns in Russian change their
word forms. This paper is a study of the indeclinable nouns which do not change
their forms when used in all six cases. They are categorized in terms of their
gender and either living or non-living things. In Russian, the inclinable nouns have
an ending with vowels like —o, -e, -u, -y, -10,—3, -a. When a noun ends with
vowel —a and if the emphasis (stress) is on that vowel, then it can be defined as an
indeclinable noun which do not change the form in all six cases. The data were
collected from the prescribed texts from B.A Russian classes.

1.The Classification of Indeclinable Nouns in terms of Gender, and Living or
Non-living Things

The following table shows the classification of indeclinable nouns, which
do not change their word forms in all six cases in Russian, based on their gender.
Non-living things are neuter in gender while living things carry masculine and
feminine gender. The acronyms which are compound words resulted from the
combination of the initial letters of certain words reflect masculine gender. In the
indeclinable nouns can be seen exceptional words by gender.

OnymeBaénnnie CylmecTBUTEIbHbIE HeonymeBiénnbie
CymecTBUTE/IbHBbIE
Myxckoit pont Kenckuii pon Cpennuii pox
KEHTypy, IIHUMIIaH3e MHCC,  MaJawm, METpO, MEHI0, X000, KyIIe,
KoH(epaHche,00a nenu, BoliHbI4, | KuHO, IOCce, BUCKU, HHTEPBBIO,
KHUBH, MIOPThE, Kpynbe, | Amurep, DIuT, aTelbe, NallbTo, MMaHUuHO, Kade,
Trarnapariu,oypxya
DAL, OYPAya, ¢bpay, ¢pexken, Ka3uHO, aBOKAJI0, PaJHo,
aTrarie, pedepu,
UH)XEHIO KallHe, pary, ¢oiie, mope,

Opa, aj03, KaHO?, CIIAreTTH

Hckmountensuele CiioBa

Myxckoit pox Kenckuii pon

koe, OOH aBEHIO, CaIIMU,

MI'Y, CIIA KOJIbpalu
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2. Sample Sentences with Indeclinable Nouns in Russian Languages

There are six cases in Russian grammar; nominative case, genitive case,
accusative case, dative case, instrumental case and prepositional case. The
following are the indeclinable nouns and sample sentences taken from the
prescribed texts of Russian language.
2.1 Indeclinable Nouns which reflect Masculine Gender

The following sample sentences include the indeclinable nouns which do not
change their word forms in all six cases in Russian Grammar. These masculine
gender nouns are living things.

1.Kenrypy - kangaroo

S npunecna exy st kenzypy. (genitive case)
I have brought the food for the kangaroo.

2. lllmmna3se - chimpanzee

CrynenTtka. BpinzyuaereOnosioruto, JTIOOUTEACTEH, KUPApPOB U UWIUMRAH3E.

(‘accusative case)
Hey schoolgirl, you are studying biology. Then you must love the children, giraffes
and chinpanzees.

3. opTwe- porter

Kakoii cronpus y nopmee nis Kysuerosa. (genitive case)
How can the porter surprise Kusnesob?

4. IMamapamuu - paparazzi

Oma pemuna ctate nanapayyu. (instrumental case)

She has decided to become a paparazzi.

5. Koudgepancne - Master of Ceremonies

B Poccuu nepBoie npodeccuoHanbHbie KoHgepancse nosBuianck B 1910-xromax.
(nominative case)

Professional Masters of Ceremonies became popular in Russia in the year 1910.
6. Kpynne - croupier

Ecnu Bam He 00x01MO, 5 CTaHy Kpynbe B KasuHo. (instrumental case)
If you wish, | can be the croupier here.
7. Peepu- referee
Ha stom MoMeHTe peghepu nan cnuctok HarmepepsiB. (Nominative case)
The referee gave them a break at that time.

2.2 Indeclinable Nouns which reflect Feminine Gender

There are some nouns in Russian language, which are loan words from other
languages and represent the females. They usually end in consonants and they are
feminine gender and living things. The following are such nouns and the sentences
they are used in.

1. Mucc - Miss
Mucc Poceust - 2018 FOmwust [Mosstumxuna. (nominative case)

Yulia Palyiachikina is The 2018 Miss Russian.
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2. Mapam- Madam
[Ipocute Maodam, >to crapas kaccera. (nominative case)

I’m sorry Madam. That’s an old cassette.

3. Dmur- name of the girl

S mo6mro ciymiatek necHro Joum.( genitive case)
I enjoy listening to Edith’s songs.

4. ®pay- Mrs, Frau
Tam Hu koro Het, ¢hpay Jlabuncku. (Nominative case)

Nobody is there, Mrs. Labinski.

5. Mmukenio- ingénue
51 moymkHa OBITH €CTECTBEHHOM, KaK HACTOIIAS UHcento. (NOMinative case)

| must try to be an ingénue.
6. Boiinbiu - name of the author
Bcex nntepecyercs o nucarensuuie Bounwsiu. (genitive case)
Everyone is interested in the author, BoiiHbr.
7. Amurep - name of the poetess
Crtuxu nosTeccsl Auzep oueHs nonyispHeie. (genitive case)
Poems by the poetess Anurep are quite famous.
2.3 Indeclinable Nouns which reflect Neuter Gender

The following sentences are the examples of neuter gender indeclinable
nouns. They are non-living things. In Russian Grammar, most of the indeclinable
nouns are the neuter gender nouns.

1.paauo - radio

OH caymaeT paduo. (accusative case)

He is listening to the radio.

2. KHHO- Cinema

Bbl ke 3Haere, s cnenuanuct B obmactu kuno. (genitive case)
You know I’m an expert in cinema.

3.aBokano- avocado

51 xouy aéokado v MopenpoayKThl. (accusative case)

I’d like avocado and sea food.

4. mocce - highway
Ota nopora uaet K mocce Homep -60. (Dative case)

This street leads to No.60 highway Road.

5. ka3muHo - casino
B kazuno B natHuIly BeuepoM ObLTO MHOTOIIOICH. (prepositional case)

There is a big crowd at the casino on Friday evenings.
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6. muaHuHO - pPiano

S urpato Ha nuanuno. (prepositional case)

| am playing the piano.

7. aTeane - studio

B Hammem amenve pou3BosTCs pa3MyHbIC U3CIHS U3 KOXH. (prepositional case)
Our studio manufactures different kinds of clothes made of leather.

8.pe3wome - summary

Kax BugHO U3 MOEro pe3tome, s IEPEBOIUI JIJISl PYCCKUX JIEerauii 1 padoTan B
MEXIyHapoIHOH dhupMme. (genitive case)

As you can see in my profile summary, | work for an international company. | am
a translator for the team of representatives from Russia.

9. maaeTo - OVercoat

Ha Hararure 6ynyTt cunee nansmo v 3enéHas uuisina. (nominative case)
Nathasha is in a blue overcoat and has a green hat on head.

10. IMrope — puree, mash

ITrope w3 xoTodens. (nominative case)

This is mashed potato.

11. meTpo - metro

Mel exanu Ha mempo B yausepcutet. (prepositional case)

We take the metro to university.

12. xkammne - scarf

Tsl pactpocTpansielnb CBOii 3amax mo Bcemy kaune. (Dative case)
Your scarf smells like you.

13. doiie - foyer
B ¢hoite Broporo sraxka pacrnonosken 6ap. (prepositional case)

There is a bar in the foyer on the second floor.

14.Menro - menu
MoskHO TIOOBICTpEE ClIenuaIbHOE MeHto Ui AeTeil. (nominative case)

Please give us the special menu for children quickly.

15. MuTepBhio - interview
Y10 BHI Y3HAJIU W3 UHmMEPEblo C BJ'Ia,I[I/IMI/IpOM CHOuBakoBBIM O €r0 pa60Te.
(genitive case)

What did you learn from the interview with Valdimi Spivakof?
16.pary - stew

Bynrbe m00pbI, OaMH KpabOBBIN KOKTEWb, OJHO pazy W OIHY BOAKy. (accusative
case)

A cocktail, a stew, a vodka, please.
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17. xo66u - hobby

Jla, 3To amepukaHckoe xo66u. (nominative case)

Yeabh, that’s typical hobby for the American.

18. kage — café

51 xouy TOXe, YTO MBI €11 yTpoM B Kagpe. ( prepositional case)

I have eaten breakfast in a café this morning. But I’'m still hungry.

19. Bucku- whisky

3akazan emé 0JHO eucKku v BeIWIL. (accusative case)

| drunk another whisky.

20. Cyum - sushi

Cyuwgu accopT TOTOBST U3 CHIPOH PHIOBI ¢ prcoM. (NOMinative case)
This is the sushi made of rice and raw fish.

21. Takeu - taxi

DTOT rOCIOIMH X0YeT 3aKa3aTh makcu. (nNominative case)

He wants to wait in the taxi.

22. opa — wall lamp

B opa ner nammouku. (prepositional case)

There is no lamp in the wall lamp.

23. amo3- aloe

Anos capeBHERIINX BpEMEH UCIOIb3YeTCs U1 JiedeHus. (nominative case)
Aloe has been used as a herbal medicine since the ancient times.

24. kaHo3 - canoe

JlocTounBa JEPEBSIHHBIX KAHOY HOCSIT, TITABHBIM 00pa30M, CTETHYCCKHI XapakTep.
(genitive case)

One good point of wooden canoes is that they are naturally beautiful.
25. cmarerTH - spaghetti

Jla, s ObI XOTeNa cajatu cnazemmu 6oonese. (nominative case)
Well, I"d like a salad and spaghetti.

2.4 Exceptional Words in the Form of Indeclinable Nouns

In the indeclinable nouns can be seen exceptional words by gender. They are xode
( an inanimate noun, but this word includes the masculine gender) and asesto,
caisiMu, KoJbpabu (inanimate nouns, but these words include the feminine).

1. koge - coffee
VY MeHst oT koghe anneprusi. (genitive case)
I’'m allergic to coffee.
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2. aBeH10- Street
CHadaya Mbl UIEM B MarasuH Ha nsitoi asenro. (prepositional case)
Firstly, we can take the Fifth street to go to the store.
3. cansamu- salami

[Mura ¢ canamu u ceipoM. (instrumental case)

This pizza is made of cheese and salami.
4. xonbpadu- kohlrabi
HasbiBaroTko1bpaduBpa3HbIXCTpaHaxmno-pasHomy. (accusative case)
Kohlrabi has different names in different countries.
3. Family name in the Form of Indeclinable Nouns

If Russian names and Ukraine names end in -ux, -bIX, - 0BO u—aro, they
do not change their form in six cases. The following are the examples for ‘XKugaro,
Xwutpoao, ypuoso, [Toasckux, Jonrux, and Kpydensix’.

1. KuBaro

Muxawn ['opoH- pustosior, 0JHOKIACCHHK MO TUMHA3UU U JIyqIuid n1pyr Kueazo.
(genitive case)

The linguist Mihaill Gardun is Zivago’s classmate and best friend.

2. IToabckux

Ortent ITonbckux moru® Ha ¢GpoHTEe BO Bpems Bemukoit OTedecTBEHHOW BOWHBI.
(genitive case)

Paulski’s father was killed in the front line during the civil war.
3. Kpyyenpbix

Kpyuenwvix nican muoro ctuxorBopenuii. (nominative case)
Karuchanni wrote lots of poems.

5. Geographic Names in the Form of indeclinable nouns

The nouns such as the names of cities, villages, rivers, creeks, and lakes do not
change their word form in all six cases in Russian Grammar. They are also
indeclinable nouns.

1. ropox Barymu
C KaXIbIM TOJIOM MOTOK TypUCTOB B Bamymu ysenuuuBaetcs. (prepositional case)

There is a gradual increase annually in the number of tourists to Bathumi.

2. pexa Muccucunu
NuneinpokununadeperaxMuccucunu. (genitive case)

Indian people reside on the coast of Mississippi.

3. rocynapcrso Konro
B aBrycte 1960 rona Ha kapTe Mupa NosIBUJIOCh TOCYIapCcTBO - pecnyonuka Konzo.
(nominative case)

In August 1960, the Republic of Congo was first seen on the world map.
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4. Compound Words in the Form of Indeclinable Nouns

The acronyms which are the compound words resulted from the
combination of initial letters of the words are a group of the indeclinable nouns in
Russian language. They are inanimate nouns and include masculine gender.

1.00H- (Opranuzanus O6beaunéunbix Hanmii) - United Nations

Herckuii pong OOH u3yuan npasa netei B pa3HbIx ctpaHax. (nominative case)

The United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) has
studied the children's rights in different countries.

2. MI'Y- (Mocxkogckuii ['ocynapcrBennbiit YauBepcurer) - Moscow Government
University

B O6ubnmoreke MI'Y ecTb MHOrO CTapuMHHBIX KHMI, u3gaHHBIX B XIX Beke.
(genitive case)

There are many ancient books published in the 19" century in Moscow
Government University Library.

3.CHIA - (Coenunénnsie llItarer AMepuxu) —The United States of America
Msr u3 CIIIA. (genitive case)
We are from the U.S.A.

4.CCCP - (Corw3 Coserckux Comumamuctuueckux Pacnyonuk) — The Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics

[Tnomans CCCP - 22 mummnona 400 Teicsd KBaApaTHBIX KuimomeTpoB. ( genitive
case)

The area of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is 22.4 million square
kilometer.

5. HI'Y- (Hossrii I'ymanutapusiii Yausepcuter) - New Humanitarian University

Harans Hecreposa siisiercst pexkropom HI'Y. ( genitive case)

Natharlia Nyatsakyiyawba has become the Rector of New Humanitarian University.
Findings

The nouns, which do not change their forms in terms of six cases in
Russian Grammar, include the ones which end in vowels such as ‘—o, -¢, -u, -y, -10,
-3, and -a. The most common examples are ‘KMHO, KalllHE, TAKCH, UHTEPBBLIO,
keHrypy, and amos’. The Russian nouns, which end in - a and if the emphasis
(stress) is on the vowel, are indeclinable nouns; for example, 6oa, 6pa, Joma.
Loan words can be termed as indeclinable nouns in Russian grammar: for example,
‘ Buzaeo, paamo, Takcd, and aBokamo’. In terms of gender, the most common
indeclinable nouns are neuter gender and non-living things. Living things carry
masculine and feminine gender. Nouns such as animals, birds, and people are
masculine gender and the nouns such as ‘Mwucc and Mangam’ used to address the
females and women’s names are feminine gender and they usually end in
consonants. When these nouns are used in sentences together with adjectives and
action verbs in past tense, the type gender they display is very important, for
instance, ‘u€pHbIii kode and 3axpeuio mapu’. When some words in Russian and
Ukraine end in ‘-o, -ux, and - s1x’ , they do not change their forms in six cases, for
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example, ‘Y Joarux, ¢ benbix, and ¢ Matsuenko’. The names of cities, villages,
rivers, creeks and lakes also do not change their word forms. ‘ropon barymu, peka
Muccucunu and rocynapctBo Konro’ are some examples of that kind. The other
type of indeclinable nouns is the acronyms which are compound words resulted
from the combination of the initial letters of the words. Some of the examples are
‘OOH, MI'Y and CHIA’. This paper explores the indeclinable nouns found in the
text books used in B.A Russian classes.

Conclusion

The findings showed that there are some unique nouns in Russian language
known as indeclinable nouns. It was also found out that loan words are the most
common indeclinable nouns in Russian language. Those nouns can be classified as
masculine, feminine and neuter. Living things, non-living things, proper nouns and
compound words are also indeclinable nouns. Knowing the usage of these nouns
can help the learners to construct phrases and sentences in Russian language
correctly.
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